
Our patrons say: 
 
Thanks so much for an enjoyable afternoon yesterday – the play & connecting with 
like-minded people. Very interesting to see ‘JJ’ in a very different role to the one I 
saw him in not so long ago at 45downstairs. Also very interesting to see Library at 
the Dock – first cross-laminated timber public building in Oz and built by Lend 
Lease….City of Melbourne has some little gems of libraries. 
 
Katie 15 June. 

*     *     * 
Another Bloomsday triumph. …Sublime cast. What a fabtastic troupe. Not liking to 
single any out but Joyce was magnificent. Direction, as usual, brilliant. Would love to 
read script sometime, esp stage-directions. Congrats to scriptwriters.  
Renee, 13 June by text. 
 

*     *     * 
 
Just a quick note to say that Clara and I thoroughly enjoyed every minute of the 
performance this evening. It was highly imaginative, witty, and teasingly ironic. I 
should have told you that one of the reasons we came this evening was because I 
had seen Dora Garcia’s wonderfully moving film The Joycean Society and have since 
been interested in communities like yours that demonstrate such remarkable 
commitment to Joyce.  
 
It was a pleasure meeting you. Congratulations once again. We look forward to 
hearing about your future events. 
 
With best wishes, 
Kenneth (visitor from Singapore), 17 June. 

 
*     *     * 

 
I just want to write to say how much I (we) enjoyed the performance of "The Reel 
James Joyce", last Saturday evening.  I know we were probably the smallest audience 
for the event, and hence the audience may not have had critical mass to respond by 
laughing out loud, but I did hear the odd snort and chuckle (and made some 
myself).  The acting was superb, particularly as I would say it would have been a play 
that required high talent to do really well.  The script I (we) enjoyed, and perhaps 
because of the wealth of material to take in, the amusement was a delight in our 
minds, rather than being expressed audibly. 
 
Thanks again.  And happy Bloomsday. 
Barry, 16 June 

*     *     * 
 
 
Happy Bloomsday! And WOW! 



I loved Sunday’s production and I am totally in love with James Joyce (Steve 
Gome).  What a brilliant performance by Steve!  Not a performance – it was the reel 
thing!! 
 
Could you get Mr Joyce’s autograph for me please? 
Nora, 16 June 

 *     *     * 
I thought The Reel James Joyce was entirely splendid – acting, set and invention. 
Congratulations to you, Wayne, the cast and all those involved. 
 
James (postcard of 15 June 2015) 
 

*     *     * 
 
What a mighty treat it was to see 'The Reel James Joyce' ! 
 
The concept of the play was so very clever and its execution, brilliant. We enjoyed 
every minute, especially the performances of Joyce, Coco, Mae West and Chaplin's 
assistant(s). And Gerty's exit was one for the record books! 
 
We also loved the commentary by 'the megaphone man', Satie.   
 
I was much moved by the agony experienced by Joyce and Chaplin in trying to 
translate one art form into another, and was greatly relieved when the plot allowed 
them to call it a day, respectfully acknowledging each other's mastery of his own 
craft. 
 
Thanks to Fran's Sydney seminar, I was very comfortable with it. Although the 
sequence of events was not the same as in the book, each new scene was clearly 
identified by the dialogue, so I was always aware of what was happening.  (I guess it 
is something of an irony that while 'Joyce' and 'Chaplin' couldn't agree on a way 
forward, 'The Reel James Joyce' was able to cut and paste at will without 'losing the 
plot'!) 
 
Dorothy, 17 June (visitor from Sydney). 

 *     *     * 
 
Just wanted to say congratulations again to you and Bob and thanks from all the 
people in Melbourne for what you do to keep the Bloomsday tradition alive. It's such 
a pity there isn't a wider audience for all that talent. 
Anne, 18 June 

 *     *     * 
 
I hope you are relaxing after another successful production which was most 
entertaining. 
Bev 20 June 2015 

 *     *     * 



 
[from a patron who attended one of the more lightly booked nights]: 
Happy Bloomsday (or Bloom’s Day). 
  
I write with a tinge of disappointment: 
• On Saturday, I was disappointed for you, after all the good work of the whole 

company, at the low turnout for ‘The Reel James Joyce’ which was a great 
concept, brilliantly done.  Perhaps Saturday night at Docklands with football 
nearby discouraged some prospects?  

• In featuring Bloomsday this morning, Michael Cathcart (ABC RN) did not discuss 
the local scene or use local expertise (i.e. you) but relied on a Harvard don 
and and a Dublin poet. 

Enjoy your day.  You have earned it. 
 
Patrick, 16 June. 

 *     *     * 
 

Wake up, wake up!! Wake up. Finnegan! Congratulations, Fran. A Great Bloomsday, 
play, seminar, theme excellent. Do keep the film component. ….  
 [The writer follows with his own assessment of the films screened at the dinner. All 
eligible films were screened without sound at the dinner, except for the winning film 
which was viewed with full sound].  

‘Proteus’ , my winner, the ‘Literary’ Joyce. What a pisser. ‘Gerty’ also a winner  - 
e.g., Joyce’s ‘words’, intellect and compassion. ‘Leg of the Duck’ ?? Well now, O, Yes, 
Yes, Yes – Brilliant photography, lighting, set etc. However, but, but…better the 
cinematographical drama of the Bloom/Citizen pub clash its concomitant anti-
semitism theme than the tedious Irish drunk stereotype…. 
J., by mail, 10 July. 
 

*     *     * 


